
 
 

 

 

Instagram     

                                      Should we be worried?  

Instagram is one of a number of photo and video sharing  apps causing 

conc ern at the moment  because  of reported issues  

from schools : 

¶ Children in primary schools are  using it without full parental 

knowledge  

¶ Children and young teens  donõt realise or care that photos 

and videos are publ icly viewable unless default settings  are 

amended  

¶ Accidentally allow ing  built in geo -location  identify where a  

photo was taken  

¶ Children as young as 10 years old are sharing photos with 

people they donõt know 

¶ Children below the 13yr  recommended  threshold have 

received  explicit images from someone they donõt know.   
 

 

What is Instagram ? 
Instagram is a mobile app that will 

allow you to upload  or take a 

photo and change the way the photo looks  and then instantly 

upload it to a number of social networking sites and also to the 

Instagram community where people can like and comment on it. 

In other words it is a photo sharing social networking app.  

Instagram has strict Terms of Use and Community Guidelines that 

make their age requirement clear.  
 

 

 

How does Instagram work?  
You download the app for free and easily create a profile which 

could include first and last name, username, birthday, gender, bio, 

email address and (optional) phone number. The only information 

required on signup is an email and preferred username.  Once you have done that, by default, 

anyone, anywhere can view photos that you upload. This also means that your profile and photos 

are publicly viewable unless you alter your personal settings.  

Instagram settings turn geotagging off  by default but it is quite easy to  accidentally turn it back on 

and this would mean t hat when uploading a photo, t he geo -location of the photo could  be 

shared publicly.  In other words ð where the photo was taken can be traced!  
 

 

 

 




